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health gaps and the broadening of health services; fixing quantitative
goals — mapping target populations, areas in which work is to be done,
foci for intervention, and timetables; setting aside a budgetary alloca-
tion and assigning tasks; selecting consistent criteria for comparative
data collection on gaps; publishing broad-based health figures on the
various indicators; presenting an annual public report on health gaps
in the Knesset; deepening awareness regarding the existence of health
gaps, among health professionals as well as among the general public;
and broad cooperation between government offices, the health funds,
local authorities, patient organizations, social change organizations, and
community representatives.

The position paper includes examples of health disparities. Four com-
mon illnesses were selected — diabetes, heart diseases, breast cancer,
and depression/anxiety — in order to illustrate the setting of quantitative
goals and the creation of a program of action to narrow the gaps con-
nected with these illnesses.

The above illnesses are examined in relation to the following population
groups: Jews and Arabs, native and long-time Israelis and new immi-
grants from Ethiopia, and persons receiving income maintenance pay-
ments vs. persons not receiving such payments.

Adva Center — Physicians for Human Rights-Israel — Association for Civil
Rights in Israel - Galilee Society-Arab National Society for Health Re-
search & Services — Tene-Briut
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Working Today to Narrow the Gaps of Tomorrow
Goals for Decreasing Health Disparities

Abstract

The position paper is targeted at the government of Israel; its purpose is
to outline the basic principles for a national program for the reduction of
disparities in health and in health services.

In it, the Ministry of Health, in conjunction with all the bodies in Israel
responsible for health, is being asked to determine the indicators that
need to be fixed and the actions that need to be undertaken to narrow
health gaps. Once such a program has been initiated, the health system
will need to constantly re-examine its methodology and goals to make
sure that they remain both relevant and realistic.

We recommend that an annual Health Gaps Report be presented to the
Knesset, including a current update on health disparities, a delinea-
tion of the official goals for the reduction of those disparities, and the
progress that has been made by the various ministries. The health of the
population of Israel, which should be a national priority, requires high
public visibility, along with expedition and quality control.

Other countries have already implemented programs to narrow health
gaps, and we can learn from their experience when determining the basic
principles of such a program. Among these principles: the designation of
disparities in health and in health services as a national problem requir-
ing government intervention; political commitment to the issue, not only
within the Ministry of Health but also on the part of the Prime Minis-

ter; the creation of an inter-ministerial body (including Health, Social
Services, Education, and Industry-Trade-Employment) that will formulate
policy and coordinate among ministries, to promote the reduction of
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